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BASKETBALL — ALBANY ELECTORATE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MS R.S. STEPHENS (Albany) [12.51 pm]: I rise today to congratulate the Albany Basketball Association on 
a fantastic summer season of sport. The club boasts over 300 teams with over 2 000 members and fills over 
600 hours of court time. I acknowledge Justin Benson, who was made a life member of the association this season, 
and congratulate him on his dedication and commitment to the club over many years as a coach, player and committee 
member. As a parent of two players, I acknowledge the dedication of the volunteer coaches and team managers 
who are training and upskilling our future stars. Congratulations also goes to the ABA for the Raiders development 
program, which continues to provide country kids with the opportunity to develop their basketball skills with 
expert coaching. 
To the teams who travelled from Albany over many weekends to compete, congratulations. Special mention goes 
to the under-16 boys, winning country week country champs; Billy McRae, winning most valuable player for the 
grand final and all stars teams; under-18 Imojen Gill and under-16 Keely Berry; under-12 Cooper Sedgwick; 
under-18 country women Brodie Dixon and Abbi Gibson; and the Southern Cross Challenge teams of Keely Berry, 
Michaela Buck, Indy Rogers and Tatum Whalley in the women’s, and Harrison Sedgwick, Billy McRae, 
Harry Watters and Natale Trichilo in the boys. 
In February, a player tested positive for COVID. The association responded swiftly and adapted. Rather than suffer 
forfeits, the association announced a short season, culminating in a finals round with games live streamed on 
Facebook. I applaud the ABA and its president Rob Whalley for their quick-thinking and their commitment to seeing 
out the season positively. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Member, your time has expired. 
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